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THE 


Villanous PRINCIPLES 


OF THE 


RIGHTS 


OF THE 
Chriſtian Church aſſerted, Se. 
1 Confuted by 


SCRIPTURE. 


Chriſtian Church Aſſerted, 8c. has been fo much 
talk d of, and by ſome applauded for one of 
he beſt Books this Age has producd; and ſince Mon? 
tur Le Clerc, a profeſsd Deiſt and Latitudinarian, 


les of it, it can't be amiſs to acquaint the World 

th fome of the Tenets of that Author; how blaf- 

emous towards God, = dangerous to Church 
| | a 


VE E the Book, falſly called, The Rights of the 


ks been prevaiłd upon to recommend the Princi- 
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49. 
they are, that ſo every one who wou 


Chriſtian, may uſe his beſt Endeayours to ſuppreſ; 


ſuch abominable Principles, as muſt neceſſarily be 
attended with the worſt of Practices, if they ſhould 
once come to prevail. 7" 

1 This is a Cauſe which every good Man, that has 
any yalue for Religion, ought to eſpouſe; neither 
95 Whigg, nor Tory are unconcern'd in it, for the Set 
ug of Principles recommended in that Book, tend to 
= overthrow all Religion, and are directly leyel!'d 
. as well againſt the Presbyterian Miniſtry as the 


Epiſcopal: Nay, that Author does all he can to 
ſubyert Chriſtianity it ſelf, to introduce Blaſphe- 
5 my, Atheiſm, Deiſm, Anarchy, and Confuſion, as 
cannot but appear to every Impartial Judge, that 
N has read the Bible and that Book. But to ſave 
you the Trouble of making the ag ge take 
the following Quotations out of the Book of the 
Riphts, anc he Texts of Scripture oppos'd to them; 


fall within the Compaſs of -a Penny Paper, and be 
a Conviction to the common ſort of People, who 
may not peruſe. a larger Volume; That the Princi- 
ples of the Book of the Rights, _ | 


Firſt, Subvert the moſt Sacred and Religious 
Ordinances, | | Ch. 
Seat Are full of Blaſphemy againſt God. 
| An $5 
's Thirdly, Promote Rebellion againſt rhe Queen's 
Majeſty and Government. 


Fir, They ſubyert the moſt. Sacred and Religi- 
=_— ous Ordinances; as, theſe, following Proofs plaity 
= £vidence. dr ora 


| and State, and how repugnant to now Scripture 
8 | d approve 
1 himſelf a Loyal and Dutiſul Subject, or a zealous 


' which are put together ſo conciſely, as that they may 


"RIGHTS. 


©of Preaching , which 
*the Clergy now appro- 
*priate to hietaſtlves, 
Fought to be as in the 
*Apoltles.time, in com- 
mon, when every one 
had a Right to exerciſe. 
. 133. The ſame 
Argument may be urg d 
"for the Laity's bapti- 
*210g, the Command gi- 
"yen to the Apoſt les no 
more excluding them 
*from' that, than from 
Preaching and recei- 
Ving the Sacrament. 
£137. © If every 
tChri ian is capable of 
ming the Sub- 
Aatials of Religion, 
Ce. it is abſurd to ima- 
gine, he is not capable 
of ſuch Circumſtances, 
ptaying aloud, di- 


ious eſtributing the Bread 
| and Wine; or, accord- 
30d. ing tothe preſent Mode, 

"Iprinkling an Infant, 
ccn's and repeating a Set 


Form of Words. 6 

P. 108. Every one 
"tightly conſecrates the 
'Elements to himſelf, and 
any thing further than 
this, is rather Conjura- 
don than Cottſceration; 


P. 132. The Office 


(5) 


| 1 Cor. 12. 28. 44 

God bath ſet ſome in tbe 
Church, firſt Apoftles; ſe- 
condarily Prophets, thirdly 
Teachers — ver. 29. Are 
all Apoſtles ? Are all Pro- 
phets ? Are all Teachers ? 
Epheſ. 4. 11. And he gave 
ſome Apoſtles, and ſome 
Prophets, and ſome Evan- 
geliſts, and ſome Paſtors 
and Teachers. v. 12. For 
the perfecting of the Saints, 
for the Work of the Mini- 
fry, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt, 


Lips ſhall preſerve Know- 
ledge, and the People ſhall 
ſeek the Law at his Mouth, 
for he is the Meſſenger of 
| the Lord of Hoſts. 
As 12. 3. The Holy 
Ghoſt ſaid to the Pro- 
phets aud Teachers that 
were in the Church of 
Antioth, Separate me Bar- 
nabas and Saul, for the 
Work whereunto I called 
them , and when they had 
fafed and prayed, and laid 
their Hands on them, they 
| ſent them away 5 fo they 
being ſent forth by the Ho- 
| by Ghoſt, departed unto Sc- 
leucia. And ver. 5. They 
preached the rd of Go. 


3 1. 


Mal. 2. 7. 7he Prieſts 
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P.108. © Among Chri- 


another can be reckon d 
©a Prieſt from Scrip- 
ture "The Clerk 


© the Prieſthood, as the 
© Parſon. P. 10g. A Pre- 
© tence to a Prieſthood, 
© or ſacrificing not in 


© has as good 2 Title to 


$3: 


__y 


* ſtiansone no more than 


8 — 


Dr. Potter, in his Diſcourſe 
of Church - Government, 
which isan unanſwerable 
confutation of the Book 
of the Rights, plainly 
proves, both from the 
Acts and Epiſtles of the 
Apoſtles, That in all Pla- 
ces form'd into regular 
Churches; there were Or- 
ders of ſtanding and fix'd 
Miniſters, P. 114. © Paul 
and Barnabas xeturn- 
© ning to viſit the Chur- 
*ches which they had 
lately planted , or- 
* dained Elders in every 
Church. James, who 

writes to the Twelve 
Tribes whereever ſcat- 
©ter'd abroad, directs the 
Sick among them, to 
*ſend for the Elders of 
* the Church to pray over 
* them, and anoint them 
* with Oyl in the Name 
| © of the Lord: So that 
| © in all Places where 
* the Twelye Tribes 
were diſpersd , and 
that was all over the 
Roman Empire, there 
were Elders when this 
© Epiſtle was written. 
© There was. a. Pres- 
© bytery „ or College 


* of Elders, in the 
Place 
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RIGHTS. 


common toall Chriſti- 
ans, is no ſmall Piece 
f of 5 


rieſtcraft. P. 137. 


Lay-Men may exerciſe 
the Eccleſiaſtical Fun- 
* ton. 


P. 24. None has a 


Right to preſcribe to 
another, but every one 
has a Negative; fo 
that there's a perfect 


equality; for no Man 
any more Power 
oyer another, than an- 


other has oycr him. 


| 
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Place where Timothy 
was ordained ; for it 
was by the Impoſition 
of their Hands that he 
received his Orders. 


And 115. © Peter who 
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writes to the Stran- 
gers ſcatter d through 
Pontus , Galatia , Cap- 
padocia, Aſia, and Bi- 
thynia, exhorts the 
Elders to feed the Flock 
of God, and the Peo- 


"3 
a. £2 
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ple to be obedient to 


their Elders, 1 Tim. 6. 


And theſe Elders are 
ſaid to have the Ovyer- 
ſight, which is to be 
Biſhops of the Chur. 
ches, and are ſpoken 
of as Governours; 
whence he exhorts 
them not to behave 
themſelves as Lords 
over the Flock. St. 
Paul having called the 
Elders of Epheſus ta 
Miletus, gives them a 
ſolemn Charge to take 
Care of the Flock over 
which the Holy Ghoſt 


had made them Over- OS 


ſeers, or Biſhops ;' ſo 
that here are Elders, 


called Biſhops; and 


intruſted with the 
A 4 Cart 


„ _ 
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— 1 * | ax 
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(5 


1 


e of the ' Churth, 
St. Faul tells Titus,that 
he had left him in Cyete 
to ordain Elders in every 
bo and adviſes him to 
ordain none but ſuch as 
are blameleſs, for which 
he gives this Reaſon, that 
4 Biſhop muſt be blame 
teſs, as being the Stewar, 
of God : So that in all 
the Cities of Crete there 
were to be Elders, anc 
they alſo ſeem to be cal 
led Biſhops , and to be 
intruſted with the G0 
vernment of God: 
Church, as his Steward: 
and Vicegerents. In thy 
firſt Epiſtle to Timothy 
Elders are ſeveral time 
mention'd, with Chara 
cters of Diſtinction fron 
other Chriſtians, whon 
they are ſaid to rul 
1 Tim. 1. 17, 19. ant 
Rules are preſcribed ti 
Timothy for his Condud 
in the Ordination « 
Biſhops and Deacon 
1 Tim. 3. Laſtly, the 
piſtle ro the Philippia 
is directed to the Biſhop! 
Deacons and Saints 4 
Philippi, ver. 1, whene 
it is manifeſt, that * 

| alſe 
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alſo; beſides the Chriſti- 
ah People, who are cal- 
led Saints, as they arc in 
other Places, there were 
| two Orders of Mini- 
| ſters, diſtinguiſh'd by the 
Names of Biſhops and 
Deacons. From theſe 
Paſſages of Scripture, it 
is evident, beyond Diſ- 
pute, that beſides the A- 
ſtles, there were in the 
rſt Age of the Church 
at leaſt two Orders of 
fix d and ſtanding Mini- 
ſters, and that every one 
had not a Right to exer- 
cife * Office of preach- 
ing, baptizing, prayin 
| ob dir erlag the 
Bread and Wine, re- 
peating a ſet Form of 
Words, confecrating the 
Elements, and governing 
the Church, Heb. 5. 4. Ns 
| Man taketh thu Honour 
to himſelf, but he that is 
called of God, as was Aa- 
ron. And let all ſuch as 
dare invade the ſacred 


Office read and tremble, 


2 Chron. 26. 18, 19. It 
pertaineth not unto thee, 
Uzziah, ro burn Incenſe 
unto the Lord, but unto the 
| Prieſts that are conſecrated 
to burn Incenſe : go out of 
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CIO: 
; | the Sanctuary, for thou baſt 
treſpaſſed- Then Uz- 
zial was rat b, and bad ; 
Cenſer in bu hand to bury 
Incenſe ; and while be was 
wrath with the Prieſts, the 
Leproſy even roſe up in bi 
Forehead, before the Prieſts 
in the Houſe of the Lord... 
And he baſted to go out, 
| becauſe the Lord had ſinit- 
ten bim; and Ulzziah the 
King was a Leper wnto the 
Day of bis Death. And, 
Numb. 16. when the Peo- 
ple gathered themſelves to- 
gether againſt. Moſes and 
| Aaron, andſaid, Yetake 
too much upon you, ſee- 
- | ing allthe Congregation are 
holy every one of them, and 
the Lord us among them; 
| wherefore then lift you up 
your ſelves above the Con- 
gregation of the Lord. Bc- 
cauſe of this they were 
not to die the common 
Death of all Men; for 
ſince God had ſent them, 
| and they wickedly de- 
ny'd their Authority, 
| God was ſo proyoked, 
that the Earth open d ber 
Mout b, and ſwallowed them 
| up, and their Houſes, and 
all the Men that appertain- 
ed to Korah, and all ther 


Natio 
'when | 
the La 
were 

Cover 
was pl. 
ſelf to 
to whi 
cxpret 


__— 4! 


1 


Goods, they and all that ag 
pertained to them , went 
down alive into the Pit, and 
the Earth clos'd upon them, 
and they perl rom 4 
mong the Congregation. 


he ſecond Thing the Author of the Book of 
the Rights is tax d with, is dow right Blaſ- 


Holy Scriptures. 


RIGHTS: 

P. 151. One grand 
(Cauſe of Miſtake, is, not 
conſidering when God 
acts as Governour of 


Prince of 8 
Nation. The Tews, 
hen they came out of 
the Land of Bondage, 
pere under no ſettled 
Government, till God 
was pleas d to offer him. 
lf to be their King, 
owhich all the Peo fo 
expreſly conſented,e>c, 


— TREERS? 


7 * . \ 4 


theUniyerſe,and when 


| 


| 


| 


| 


phemy againſt'God, and giving the Lye to the 


Exod, 3. I. When 


God ſent Moſes to deli- 
ver Iſrael, and to be Go- 
vernour over them, he 
bids him tell them, I am 
bath ſent me unto you: I 
whoam the God of your 
Fathers, who neceſſarily 
exiſt of my ſelf. *T'was 


enough that the great 


God of Heaven and 
Earth had ſent him. And 
upon that Authority, 
(ver. 18. They ſhall bear- 
ken to thy Voice) ſubmit 


to his Government. Thus 


did God ſettle a Govern- 
ment over the Fews by 
Moſes, without any ex- 
preſs Conſent of theirs, 


and before they came out 


| 


of the Land of Bondage. 
| 50 
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So alſo God ſettled thy 
Prieſthood upon Aaron 
and his Sons, and made 
it Death for any ons 
| that was not of the Fa. 
mily to invadetheir Of. 
| fice. Numb. 1. Fo, 51; 
Thou ſhalt appoint the Le 
vites over the Tabernacle, 
and over all Things that be. 
long to it, and they ſha 
miniſter unto it, the Stran- 
ger that cometh nigh , an 
| one that is not of the Trib 
F Levi, that ſhall dare t. 
miniſter about boly Thing 
ſhall be put to Death 
This ſettling the Prieſt 
hood upon Aaron , and 
appointing the ſevera 
Sacrifices among them 
was done by God's pe 
+ | remptory Command 
without any expreſsCon 
ſent of the Peoples ; and 
it was not in their Powe 
to alter either of them 
Chap. 3. ver. 45. The 
Levites ſhall be mine, | 
am the Lord. Twas e 
nough the Lord ſaid it: 
Upon that Authority 
they were ſo influenc'd, 
that, Chap, 'I. ver. 54- 
The Children of Iſrae! di 
according to all that the 


Lord commanded 9 
85 0 


. 31: 
miraci 
among 
they h 
lnetr þ 


'£ 


miraculouſly interpoſe 
mong the Fews, till 
they had choſe him for 
heir King. | 


NG 


. 312. God did not 


; 


| 


| 


of being under no 
Government, when they 
came out of the Land of 
Bondage, and being at 
Liberty to chooſe or re- 
ject God from being their 
King. Inſtead -of God's 
Offering Himſelf to 
their Choice, they were 
under his abſolute Au- 
thority and Govern- 
ment by Moſes, in Ci- 


vil Matters, and the 


Tribe of Levi in Eccle- 
ſiaſtical. It was enough 
that, as Moſes told them, 
Numb. 6. 15. The Lord 
thy God is a jealows God 


among you (and therefore. 


they were to obey ) left 
the Anger of the Lord thy 
God be kindled againſt thee, 
and deftroy thee from off 
the Face of the Earth. 
Exod. 4. 29, 30. And 
Moſes and Aaron went 
and gat bered together all 
the Elders of the Children 
of Iſrael, and Aaron ſpore 
all the Words which the 
Lord had ſpoken unto Mo- 
ſes, and did the Signs in 
the ſight of the People, and 


| the People believed, and | 
bowed their Heads and wore, 


% 


ſhipped, = 


— — — —— — 


A + at 
Gatte, This inſtead 


ettled 
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* P. 23 3-a* The Reaſon 
© why People may, upon 
© juſt Grounds , with- 


* ſtrate, is, becauſe all 
© the Power he has, is 
F given him by them, in 
order to act for their 
© Good, and they who 
© depute him, mult needs 
. © relerye to themſelves a 


© draw their Allegiance . 
© from the Civil Magi- | 


3 ju I 


| Thirdly, The Principles of the Book of th 
... Rights promote Rebellion againſt the Quee 
Majeſty and Government. | 


Thus did God Mi; 
culoufly interpoſe ame 
the Jes, by working 
Wonders 5 As, by tur 
ing Moſes's Rod into 
Serpent , making 

Hand leprous. And 
they did not believe the 
two Signs, by taking t. 
Water of the River, 2 


bigber Powers, for t bert 
no Power but of God; ib 
Powers that be are ordaint! 
| of God. 

Ver. 2. Whoſoever ther 
fore reſiſteth the Power, re 
fiſteth the Ordinance of God 
and they that reſiſt, bol 
receive ta themſelves Dam 


nation. 


** 


Citizel 
by the 
Huma 


ouring it upon the difW&noth 
Land, which ſhou'd bWMtheir 

come Blood upon ti bey 
dry Land: So that o the 
1 did Miraculouſly inter? them 

among the Jews before E 4 th 

bad choſe him for their Kin becor 

Tho the Author of ti nd b: 

Rights ſo impudently a 

ſerts the contrary, The 

bing tl. 

E hop 

his p 

liniſhr 

Abe 

Rom. 13. I. Let ever * 

Soul be Subject unto tig belli 


—— — 


The villanous Principles of the Book of the Rig bes 
ing thus evidently repugnant to Scripture, it is to 
kthop'd, every good Chriſtian will do all that lies 


RIGHTS. 4 Ver. 5. Wherefore ye Ws | 
Power to judge, whe- mef needs be ſubject, not ui 
her their Deputy acts | only for wrath, but alſo for 1 
ording to the I ruſt | Conſcience ſake. | 1 
odgd in him. 1. Pet. 2. 13. Submit 1 

your ſelves to every Or di- {Mi 
b. 26. He fays, © All | nance of Man, for the 1. | 
Neighbours and fellow- | Lord's ſake, whether it be | 
Citizens are obliged, | to the King as Supreme; or F 
by the common Ties of unte Governours, as unto 1 
Humanity, to aſſiſt one | them that are ſeut by him "1 
mother in oppoſing | for the Puniſhment of Evil- 1 
their Depuries, when doers, and for the raiſe of ;| 
they act not according | them that do well. 9 
v the Truſt lodg'd in Tit. 3. I. Put them in #1 
them, who by betray- | mind to be ſubject to Prin- 924 
0g the higheſt Truſt, | cipalities and Powers, to o- | 
become the greateſt | bey Magiſtrates, to be ready a 
and baſeſt of Traitors. to every good work, 1 


his power to diſcountenance, and bring to condign 1 
lniſhment, the wilful Publiſhers, Author, Printer, ol 
Abettors of ſuch abominable Tenets, as direct- ; il 
Affront and Provoke God; and-deſtroy all Re- 9 
Fon, and prepare Men's Minds for Sedition and + © 
bellion. 


That God would infatuate and defeat the q 
Counſels of all ſuch, abate — 
their Pride, aſſwage their Coll. for Nov. 5 $9. 
Malice, and confound their Ft, 
Devices ; That he would ſtrengthen the | 
Hands of our Gracious e Queen 


ANNE and all that are put in Authority 208 
under her, with Judgment and Juſtice, ro 
%.. + rag 4 8 h ; 


an 


AGB * d. 1 VA 
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1 rut off all ſuch Workers of - Iniquity, as turn Re: 


1 * ay her Realms may be preſerv'd in his true Religi- 


Cx 
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